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 Shepard Academy Freshmen Block
 Persuasive Essay: 100 Points
	CATEGORY
	100%: Exceeds Expectations
	85 %: Meets Expectations
	75%:Approaches Expectations
	60%: Below Expectations

	Introduction (15%)
	A clear thesis statement is made; the topic is thoroughly outlined and effectively introduces the subject. (15 points) 

	All components are present but one or two are not as effective. (12.75 points) 
	The introduction is fairly clear, but is missing one component or is hard to follow.  (11.25 points)
	Two or more of the components are missing. (9
points)

	Argument Development and Structure (35%)
	The body of the paper supports all components of the thesis. The organization and focus add to the argument. Counterarguments are examined. (35 points) 

	The organization or supporting evidence does not always improve the argument. (29.75 points)
	The body and supporting evidence do not entirely cover the thesis. Important information is not necessarily considered. (26.25 points)
	The body of the paper does not support the thesis. It may ramble. The organization detracts from the argument. (21 points)

	Conclusion (10%)
	The conclusion clearly restates the thesis and evidence. The conclusion "wraps up" or brings closure to the argument while adding to it. (10 points)

	The conclusion restates the thesis and evidence, but does not effectively add or bring closure to the argument. (8.5 points)
	The conclusion does not clearly restate the thesis and evidence. The conclusion does not bring closure to the argument. (7.5 points) 
	The conclusion does not restate the thesis and/or evidence. There is no "wrap up" or closure to the argument. (6 points)

	Rhetorical Devices (10%)
	Paper uses three or more persuasive rhetorical devices and all are effective. (10 points) 
	Two persuasive rhetorical devices are used to effectively add to the argument. (8.5 points)
	One effective persuasive rhetorical device is used to add to the argument. (7.5 points)
	No rhetorical devices are used, or they are used inappropriately. (6 points)

	Grammar (15%)
	Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling contain no errors that distract from the paper. (15 points)
	Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling contain a few errors that detract from the argument.  (12.75 points)

	Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling contain several errors that detract from the argument. (11.25 points) 
	Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and spelling errors seriously detract from the argument. (9 points)

	Sentence: Structure and Errors (10%)
	Sentences are varied in structure and this improves the argument. No fragments or run-ons are present. (10 points)


	Sentences are not always varied in structure, but it does not detract seriously from the paper. One fragment or run-on is present. (8.5 points)
	Sentence structure is repetitive or ineffective, but detracts only slightly from the argument. Two fragments or run-ons are present. (7.5 points) 
	Sentence structure is consistently ineffective. Three or more fragments or run-ons are present. (6 points) 


